
Year 2 Spring, humanities 

The Great Fire of London 

(Exploring the life of King Charles and Samuel Pepys. How has London 
changed? Exploring the geography of London (past and present). 

 

Working towards… Making a burning model of London.  

Prior Learning (skills and knowledge)  

Previously, Chn have … 

• Used artefacts to learn about the past  

• Compared ‘old’ and ‘new’ objects  

• Put historical events on a timeline, including their own lives  

• Learnt about significant events and individuals from the past  
(Neil Armstrong and the first landing on the moon, Christopher 
Columbus), including asking and answering enquiry based      
questions  

• Used simple fieldwork to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds  

• Used world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and   
locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

 
They have learnt about…  

• Mapping UK (Autumn - Year 1) 

• Childhood/ toys (Spring - Year 1) 

• Navigation and explorers (Autumn - Year 2). 

Essential Skills 

This time Chn will … 
   

• Identify some of the different ways the past has been 
represented 

• Describe significant people from the past 

• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past 
acted the way they did 

• Place events in order on a time line  

• Develop understanding of chronology and use dates 
where appropriate 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, 
when my parents/carers were children, years, decades 
and centuries to describe the passing of time  

• Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a 
nation’s history 

• Begin to show an understanding of concepts such 
as civilisation and monarchy.  

 

 

 

 

Links to geography 
 

 

• Use a map of the UK to name and locate England and it’s   
capital city 

• Identify the key features of a location in order to say whether 
it is a city, town, village, coastal or rural area 

• Ask and answer geographical questions (such as: What is this 
place like? What or who will I see in this place? What do peo-
ple do in this place?)  

Key Vocabulary to be taught/embedded 
 

Historical communication: a long time ago, recently, when my 
parents/carers were children, years, decades, centuries 
 

Geography key words: city, town, river  
 

General key words: capital, River Thames, bakery, Pudding Lane, 
spread, Thomas Farriner, King Charles, Samuel Pepys, diary,      
impact, St Paul’s Cathedral, wooden houses, wind, fire hooks, 
leather buckets, water squirts.   
 

Key Content 
 
 

• Show children clues (pictures, artefacts etc.) and ask them to make predictions about how the fire could have started. Use old maps of the 
city to locate Pudding Lane and Thomas Farriner’s bakery 

• Explore the diary of Samuel Pepys and how it supports our understanding about the GFOL 

• Introduce the term ‘monarchy’ and King Charles II (how did he manage to keep the fire under control? What decisions did he make? Who 
supported him in making these decisions?) 

• Discuss key landmarks such as St Paul’s Cathedral - how was this building effected during the GFOL? Is this the same cathedral that we 
have today? Who helped the king to redesign the cathedral we have today (Sir Christopher Wren)? 

• How did the fire spread? Houses were built close together, they were made out of wood/ straw, the summer of 1666 was the hottest it had 
been in years, the wind etc.  

• How did they put the fire out? Water squirts, hooks, leather buckets. As a result of the GFOL, what emergency service do we have today? 

• The impact of the GFOL - how has life changed for the better? 
 

• Explore old maps of London and locate key physical and human features i.e. River Thames, St Paul’s Cathedral, Thomas Farriner’s bakery.  

• Use a range of resources (atlases, google maps) to locate London and the River Thames 

• Ask questions to encourage geographical enquiry: How has London changed as a result of the fire? Compare old and new maps - how the 
city has physically changed. Discuss how, over time, we have evolved as a society in order to prevent such events from reoccurring. 

 
 
 

Linked texts 
 

• A variety of non-fiction texts about the Great Fire of London. 


